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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED XuNALTERED X Q R I G I N A L SITE 

X Q C O D —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bosque County J a i l was erected in 1895 and constructed of rust icated, 
ash lar -cut , white l imestone. Situated one block east of the county courthouse, 
the j a i l stands on the same block as the o r ig ina l 1856 log j a i l . The present 
s t ruc ture has served as the county j a i l since its complet ion in 1895. For 
many years , the f i r s t f l o o r served as the s h e r i f f ' s l i v ing quarters (as o r ig ina l l y 
intended), but in recent years has been used as the s h e r i f f ' s o f f i ce . The 
second f l o o r contains the pr i son ce l l s . 

B u i l t on a " T " shaped f l oo r plan, the two s tory j a i l is t yp i ca l of many 
late 19th century ja i l s in Texas. A l l f i r s t f l o o r openings are capped wi th 
smooth stone l intels while the second f l o o r windows are crowned wi th s emi ­
c i r c u l a r arches. These arches, one of the building 's most dis t inct ive 
features , are cbmpr i sed of massive voussoi rs knd demonstrate the c raAsman-
ship of John Drew, the bui lding 's stone mason. A l l openings, except the 
entrances on the west and nor th facades, are supported by large stone s i l l s . 
Smooth stone quoins provide v i sua l support and ref inement f o r the j a i l . 

A stone cornice and parapet c rown the bui ld ing , causing the j a i l to 
resemble a medieval f o r t r e s s . Six corner piers and three i n t e r i o r chimneys 
extend beyond the parapet. Simple stone consoles support the corn ice . 

The j a i l w i l l soon be vacated when the county completes donstruction 
of a new i a i l . 

M . •• I 'V. . : i r . n U D : c - i . i • - i . .v r ; j y r : I . - . ; . • > .• 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bosque County Ja i l stands as one of the few 19th century limestone 
buildings remaining in M e r i d i a n . Located one block east of the county cour t ­
house, the j a i l stands on the site of the o r i g i n a l log j a i l and is a good example 
of the type of j a i l constructed in Texas dur ing the late 19th century. The ... -i 
cur ren t s t ruc ture has continuously served as the county j a i l since its completion 
in 1895. 

Settlement in the Bosque t e r r i t o r y began in 1850, and four years later , 
Bosque County was organized f r o m McLennan County. Mer id i an was named 
the county seat. Recognizing the need f o r j a i l f a c i l i t i e s , the County 
Commissioners immedia te ly set aside Block 18 f o r a j a i l . Two year s l a te r , 
a s imple log s t ruc ture was erected f o r that purpose. Despite numerous 
complaints about its inadequacies, the j a i l continued to serve in its o r ig ina l 
capacity un t i l 1895. 

In the ea r ly 1890's bonds were issued by the county to generate revenue 
f o r the construct ion of a new j a i l . In 1895, the present j a i l was erected on 
the old si te . Although the a rchi tec t is not known, John Drew, a local stone 
mason, supervised the masonry wo rk f o r the j a i l . 

The county is present ly construct ing a new j a i l , and e f f o r t s by preserva­
t ionists w i th in the county are being taken to insure saving this important 
s t ruc tu re . 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Bui ld ing located on Block 18 of old town si te , situated on northwest corner 
of block 
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